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Our Mission
The Boundary Peace Initiative represents a growing
number of area residents of diverse backgrounds
brought together over the 2002 Iraqi crisis.
We support multilateral action for non-violent conflict
resolution, human rights, ecological integrity for the
planet and international law, through education and
dialogue locally and globally.
We encourage everyone’s participation as we strive
for peace and justice to build a better world for future
generations.

BPI web site:

www.boundarypeace.20m.com

Boundary Peace
Initiative meetings
suspended until at
least 3 commit to
attend. For info
call 250 442 0434.

To Do
National
Aboriginal Day
June 21 at 10am Noon at Farmers
Market & 3pm9pm in City Park
Entertainment,
drumming, feasting
Sponsored by the
Boundary Metis
Community
Association

http://www.parl.gc.ca/Default.aspx?
Women's
Boats to Gaza have been
named

(From last column) Women's Boats

By: Canadian Boat to Gaza Committee
This month, in celebration of Mother’s Day,
we concluded our worldwide call to name the
boats that will sail to Gaza in mid September.
Amal-Hope
and Zaytouna-Oliva will sail to
l
Gaza in mid September. Both women’s names
represent many languages.
Amal symbolizes the hope that we will bring
to the shores of Gaza and Zaytouna
symbolizes the mighty olive, the tree of life in
Palestinian agriculture. In addition, Oliva was
the name of the civil protection boat that
Italian activist-journalist Vittorio Arrigoni
sailed in solidarity with Palestinian fishing
boats in Gaza before he was murdered in
2011.
We also honour Mother’s Day’s origins in
the 1800’s with women speaking out against
war. We intend to carry this spirit forward
with our mission. We have been deeply
encouraged by the interest in this important
project, which will not only highlight the role
of women in the struggle, but will also bring
attention to what is happening to each and
every person living in Gaza. We are
constantly encouraged by the resilient spirit of
our sisters and brothers in Gaza and we will
continue to bring their stories forward as we
campaign to lift the brutal and illegal siege of
Gaza.
We received over 160 excellent and
thoughtful name suggestions, and have now
made the difficult decision to select two
names for the boats that will sail to Gaza.
Each submission is appreciated and the
Freedom Flotilla Coalition looks forward to
ongoing support as we prepare to sail in mid
September. (Continued next column)

Amal-Hope and Zaytouna-Oliva will
sail with the purpose and determination
behind these women’s names.
For more information please contact
spokesperson Wendy Goldsmith at:
wendygoldsmith21@gmail.com or (+1)
519 281 3978.
You can support the Women's Boat to
Gaza by donating online:
http://canadaboatgaza.org/donate/
Those who can benefit from a U.S. tax
receipt can contribute online at
https://womensboatgazanonviolenceinternational.nationbuilder.co
m/contribute
To find and support other campaigns
that are part of the Freedom Flotilla
Coalition, please see:
freedomflotilla.org/about
Other ways to get involved:
Follow us at www.canadaboatgaza.org
and freedomflotilla.org
www.facebook.com/FreedomFlotillaCoali
tion/ and
www.facebook.com/CanadaBoatGaza/
Twitter @GazaFFlotilla
@CanadaBoatGaza

to Gaza

Thank you for your support. Together we
can end the blockade of Gaza!
In Solidarity
the Canadian Boat to Gaza team

Victory: Jaballah Secret Trial Security Certificate
Found Unreasonable
By: Matthew Behrens May 24, 2016 For rabble.ca
In a major setback to a Liberal government still refusing to
repeal the repressive Bill C-51, the Federal Court has found
unreasonable the secret trial security certificate against the
long-suffering Mahmoud Jaballah, almost 20 years to the day
that the Egyptian refugee and his family arrived in Canada
seeking asylum from the Mubarak dictatorship. While the
written decision for this finding has yet to be released, this
hopefully brings to a close an 18-year legal fight that helped
spur an international campaign of condemnation against
Canada’s use of secret trials, indefinite detention, deportation
to torture, and the patently illegal practices conducted by
Canada’s spy agency, CSIS.
Jaballah, who was jailed without charge and tortured on
many occasions in Egypt (as was his wife, Husnah, who was
twice detained and tortured in front of him), was originally
arrested in 1999 under the much criticized security certificate,
alleging he was a threat to national security. The problem he
faced? He was not allowed to see the secret case against him in
a process that allowed as evidence anything not normally
admissible in a court of law. CSIS had originally approached
him to spy on his community, and he refused. The response of
CSIS was clear: cooperate or you will be jailed and deported
to torture.
CSIS CAUGHT LYING
Jaballah’s then 11-year-old son, Ahmad, was forced to
translate through his own tears one very late night for the CSIS
interrogators, whose own translator had fallen asleep and was
snoring on the couch well after midnight. Young Ahmad could
not sleep anyhow: their family of 8 lived in a small two
bedroom Scarborough apartment where the noise of the
interrogation kept everyone up. While CSIS agents confidently
terrorized Jaballah, they were unaware that Ahmad and his
mother had placed a tape recorder in the hallway, figuring it
might come in useful. Sure enough, when CSIS was examined
in open court much later on about whether they were in the
business of extortion and threats, they of course denied that
they could ever engage in such an odious practice. When the
tape was produced, it went a long way towards obliterating
any “credibility” CSIS may have had in the case, and in an
almost unprecedented historical moment, the certificate was
thrown out after Jaballah spent some 7 months in detention.
But the nightmare did not end there. As is standard CSIS
practice, the spy agency continued asking about Jaballah in the
community, putting out the word that they would get him. In
August 2001, while leaving the school where he was a
principal and his wife a teacher, Jaballah was surrounded by
heavily armed RCMP agents whose high-risk takedown was as
unnecessary as it was baseless. Once again back in jail,
Jaballah was behind bars during the 9/11 attacks, and would
not be able to hug his kids for another 8 years.
(Continued next column)

(From last column) Jaballah Secret Trial
At the first public portion of the secret trial in the fall of
2001, a CSIS agent admitted there was no new evidence
against Jaballah, only a new interpretation of the old
information that had already been thrown out by the
Federal Court as unreliable.
Jaballah faced horrific times behind bars, with long years
in solitary confinement, hunger strikes, untreated medical
conditions, and the pain of a family growing up without
him while fending off terror allegations that could never be
disproven because they were secret.
DEPRIVATIONS OF JUSTICE
Along the way, the severe deprivations of justice that
were the core of the process – originally solidified under
the Trudeau government in the 1970s – produced some
remarkable zingers that were accepted at face value by a
series of Federal Court of Canada judges (all of whom
would later learn that they were lied to behind closed
doors). In one instance, a CSIS lawyer argued that Jaballah
was a terrorist communications relay expert because when
he came to Canada, he not only wasted no time in setting
up a Bell phone account, but also carried a cell phone with
him while his wife was pregnant, “procured” a fax machine
(because Arab Muslims don't simply purchase, they
“procure,” usually with eerie music playing in the
background), and started learning to surf the internet.
Readers with such skills: beware, you may be next.
In another instance, CSIS alleged without foundation that
Jaballah was in touch with an overseas terrorist leader
because some calls were allegedly made to a suspicious
satellite phone from payphones within a 4 km radius of
Jaballah’s home, which at the time was situated in the
densely populated Toronto suburb of Scarborough.
BIRTHING A CAMPAIGN
I got to know the Jaballah family shortly after his second
arrest, and it was here that the Campaign to Stop Secret
Trials in Canada was born, still fighting 15 years later for
an end to the barbaric secret trial process and deportation to
torture. It has been a long journey for the men, their
families, and communities that live in fear that one of their
loved ones could be next. Things really began to turn
around in 2003 when the secret trial families started
speaking with each other and to the media about their
ordeal, and the narrative changed from “terrorist threat” to
“secret trial detainees who deserved due process.”
Supporters spent years in court on hard benches as
heinous allegations were hurled at their loved ones in the
docket, while some of Canada’s top lawyers, including
Barbara Jackman, John Norris, Paul Copeland, Rocco
Galati (who won the first case) and Marlys Edwardh waded
through mountains of litigation trying to declare the process
unconstitutional (a battle that was won with a unanimous
Supreme Court decision in 2007.
(Continued page 3)
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(From page 2) Jaballah Secret Trial
Celebrations were short-lived, though, as the Harper
Conservatives teamed up with the Liberals to support continued
use of secret trials, with some window dressing amendments).
There were scores of street demonstrations, sympathy hunger
strikes, long-distance walks, lobbying missions to Ottawa, jail
sleep outs, and civil disobedience, all of which put a human
face on one of this country’s most regressive and repressive
policies. A fund started by the sons of Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg (murdered by the U.S. government as Red Scare
sacrifices) to aid the children of detainees contributed to the
costs of Ahmad Jaballah’s tuition. With people from coast to
coast writing letters to and visiting with Jaballah and other
detainees known as The Secret Trial Five, it got to the point
where CSIS Director Jim Judd threw up his hands in disgust,
complaining these alleged threats were being treated as folk
heroes.
Along the way, any glimmer of hope was always dashed with
an equal measure of judicial reticence and compliant media,
who continually repeated allegations with no factual basis and
refused to ever challenge the court when a judge would say
“we’re going into closed session.” Yet the media would fight to
open up the same court when one of the detainees asked for
private details of their lives to be kept out of the public realm
when they felt their lives or those of loved ones were at risk.
Even when two of the cases were dismissed – one case (Adil
Charkaoui) withdrawn when the government refused to comply
with an order to produce some classified information, the other
(Hassan Almrei) a victory in which the CSIS case was found
unreasonable – the government continued its campaign of
selective leaks and community innuendo against the men. In the
age of google, it doesn’t matter if you win against CSIS: the
taint of the allegation is forever available to anyone who opens
a computer screen.
Meantime, Ottawa’s Mohamed Harkat and Toronto’s
Mohammad Mahjoub, whose cases were found “reasonable” by
Federal Court judges who relied in secret information that
could not be challenged, are now fighting deportation to torture
in Algeria and Egypt, respectively.
While the Campaign to Stop Secret Trials was ultimately
successful in stopping the use of secret trial security certificates
– none have been issued in over a decade – many of the court
precedents in their cases have been used to insert more secrecy
into refugee proceedings and other aspects of government
control of targeted communities. Indeed, the process was lifted
word for word into C-51 under a number of sections. But as
Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale considers a review of
state security, he would do well to look at the weakness of
these cases and the human damage they did to the detainees and
their loved ones, all of whom will suffer the ill-effects of the
past two decades long into the future.
(Continued page 4)

Book Recommendations

The Story of My Experiments with Truth
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
The Story of My Experiments with Truth or
is the
autobiography of Mohandas K. Gandhi, covering
his life from early childhood through to 1921. It
was written in weekly installments and published
in his journal Navjivan from 1925 to 1929. Its
English translation also appeared in installments
in his other journal Young India.[1] It was initiated
at the insistence of Swami Anand and other close
co-workers of Gandhi, who encouraged him to
explain the background of his public campaigns.
In 1999, the book was designated as one of the
"100 Best Spiritual Books of the 20th Century" by
a committee of global spiritual and religious
authorities.
Ed Note: If you read a book or see a film you feel is
of value and interest to others, please let me know at
L4peace@telus.net .

Be a first mover. Don’t look to others or to your
neighbors to start disarmament and arms control
measures. If you take the lead, others will follow.
Ban Ki-Moon 2013
Banking was conceived in iniquity and was born in
sin. The bankers own the earth. Take it away from
them, but leave them the power to create money, and
with the flick of a pen they will create enough deposits
to buy it back again. However, take away the power
to create money, and all the great fortunes, like mine,
will disappear and they ought to disappear, for this
would be a happier and better world to live in. But, if
you wish to remain slaves of bankers and pay the cost
of your own slavery, let them continue to create
money.
Josiah Smith (Bank of England Chairman, 1920s)
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(From last column) Jaballah Secret Trial

JUDGE MAKES MISTAKE
In the spring of 2003, the second certificate (the one issued in
2001) was upheld against Jaballah on flimsy grounds as well as
on secret information neither he nor his lawyer ever got a chance
to see, much less cross-examine. That set in motion the
deportation process, in which the Liberal government of the day
(with Immigration Minister Denis Coderre playing an odious
role) found that Jaballah faced a substantial likelihood of torture
or death if deported to Egypt, but recommended he be sent
anyhow for the “safety” of Canadians. Coderre approved his
department’s callous finding that "Mr. Jaballah has been detained
apart from his children for some time; I cannot therefore conclude
that Mr. Jaballah's removal from Canada would deprive his
children of his emotional and financial support any more than his
current detention has."
One of Jaballah’s legal challenges at the time focused on a
section of the immigration act that made him and fellow detainees
the only people in Canada who were prohibited from applying for
bail. It made Federal Court Judge MacKay wonder aloud one day
at the end of a long hearing whether Toronto had its own version
of Guantanamo Bay.
The danger of the secret trial process, in which one side sat in
secret with a judge, was revealed one day in 2006. We were
shocked when, sitting in court, Judge MacKay admitted: "It looks
like I made a mistake," in reference to his use of a piece of
"evidence" that was one of the key reasons he employed to
conclude in May, 2003 that the government's second security
certificate against Jaballah was "reasonable." It turns out, in fact,
that this "evidence" did not exist. Three years of Jaballah’s life
were spent behind bars in part due to this “mistake.”
GITMO NORTH
After the process was unanimously declared unconstitutional by
the Supreme Court in 2007, the Federal Court, working with an
Ottawa professor, worked diligently not to abolish the practice
and raise the standards, but to introduce security-cleared “special
advocates” who have some access to some of the case. But the
detainees had no more clues about the reasons for their detention.
While held at the notorious Guantanamo North facility in
Kingston, Jaballah and his fellow detainees remained on
punishing hunger strikes of between 80 and 160 days, eventually
released under some of the most draconian bail conditions in
Canadian history, turning families into jailers. Children needed
(Continued next column)

approval from the government to have friends over to
the house; a trip to the grocery store involved applying
for permission a week in advance. All of this was duly
recorded by the CBSA, and shared with CSIS, both
agencies admitting this was necessary to continue their
investigations, including the logging of solicitor client
calls.
Jaballah is now a grandfather many times over. His
remarkably resilient family has seen the worst of Egypt
and of Canada. Last week, they celebrated the good
news, which still felt like a dream. While it is a major
stake in the heart of the secret trial process, it is not the
end of the line. Mohammad Mahjoub of Toronto and
Mohamed Harkat of Ottawa continue fighting
deportation to torture after their cases were upheld
based on secret information that is not normally
admissible in a court of law that they were never
allowed to see, much less contest.
We have much work still to do on these and so
many other cases, but for now, a brief pause, and a
celebration. At long last.

The Boundary Peace Initiative (BPI) welcomes articles. All
articles are the responsibility of the author and may not be
common consensus. To submit an article, contact Laura at 250442-0434 or L4peace@telus.net. The BPI is a member of: BC
Southern Interior Peace Coalition, Abolition 2000, Lawyers
Against the War, affiliate of the Fellowship of Reconciliation;
we work with local and global peace, social justice and
environmental groups.

Voice your opinion to the Prime Minister and all
MPs. Free postage: {Name of MP}, Parliament
Buildings, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6
Go to the Government of Canada website for emails
of all MPs, Ministers at http://www.canada.gc.ca

Non-violent resistance implies the very opposite of
weakness. Defiance combined with non-retaliatory
acceptance of repression from one's opponents is
active, not passive. It requires strength, and there is
nothing automatic or intuitive about the
resoluteness required for using non-violent
methods in political struggle and the quest for
Truth.
Mahatma Gandhi, 1936
Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding
deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars.
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can
do that. Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies
violence, and toughness multiplies toughness in a
descending spiral of destruction.
Martin Luther King, Jr., "Loving Your
Enemies," in Strength to Love
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