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Save a Tree, Share a Copy

Our Mission
The Boundary Peace Initiative represents a growing
number of area residents of diverse backgrounds
brought together over the 2002 Iraqi crisis.
We support multilateral action for non-violent conflict
resolution, human rights, ecological integrity for the
planet and international law, through education and
dialogue locally and globally.
We encourage everyone’s participation as we strive
for peace and justice to build a better world for
future generations.
BPI web site: www.boundarypeace.20m.com

Boundary Peace
Initiative meets
on the 2nd & 4th
Thursday @ 7
pm Due to health
issues meetings
are at Laura’s.
For directions
call 250 442 0434.

To Do
The 10th No
Boundaries Film
Festival arrives on
Feb. 27th to March
1st. Come enjoy
the documentaries
Watch for details
in local media—
print and on the
web. The BPI
asks members and
supporters to
donate food to
feed the body as
the films and BPI
information table
educate and feed
the mind and
spirit. Please call
Laura at 250-4420434 to find out
what food is still
needed and when
and where to bring
it. Thank you.

http://www.parl.gc.ca/Default.aspx?Language=E
(From last column) Let Them Stay Week
War
Resisters Support Campaign
Let Them Stay Week 2015!
How you can help:
In the last four months of 2014, an alarming
number of U.S. Iraq war resisters in Canada
received negative decisions in their immigration
cases. Several of them have received, or are
about to receive, removal orders from Canada.
l is despite the fact that a majority of
This
Canadians support their stance against the illegal
and immoral war and despite Parliament having
twice voted to let US war resisters stay. The
strong response of Canadians is what has kept
U.S. war resisters in Canada – and out of U.S.
military prison – for the past ten years. Once
again, US war resisters need their supporters to
take action.
The War Resisters Support Campaign is
calling on Canadians to speak out against this
attempt by the Harper government to remove
remaining U.S. war resisters from Canada.
During the pan-Canadian week of Action, "Let
Them Stay Week" from January 25 to 31, 2015,
let federal Minister of Immigration Chris
Alexander know that you support a provision for
US war resisters to stay in Canada, and that you
oppose any attempt to deport them.
The Canadian government has intervened
directly into individual war resister cases through
the unfair Operational Bulletin 202 which targets
US conscientious objectors, and through blanket
statements by former Immigration Minister Jason
Kenney which undermined any possibility of a
fair and impartial treatment of individual cases.

Ed. Note: Although we publish past the calls to
act, it is never too late to write letters and take
actions, for they are as valid in February as in the
last week of January. All land mail to MPs and the
PM are free and the address is on Page 4 of the
newsletter. Party leaders are: Steven Harper (PM);
Thomas Mulcair (NDP); Justin Trudeau (Liberal):
Elizabeth May (Green). Our MP is Alex
Atamanenko.
(Continued next column)

Sunday Jan 25 – Profile Picture Day: Change
your profile picture on Facebook in support of
US war resisters, for the duration of Let Them
Stay Week
Monday Jan 26 – Media Outreach Day: Write
a letter to the editor of your local newspaper
Tuesday Jan 27 – Email/phone Blitz: Call or
email Minister of Immigration Chris Alexander
(cc to party leaders, immigration critics, and
your MP) – visit resisters.ca for more info
Wednesday Jan 28 – Mail-in Letters Day:
Write and mail a letter to the Minister of
Immigration (see resisters.ca for details)
Thurs Jan 29 – Social Media Day: Share,
post, disseminate information on war resisters
on social media
Friday Jan 30 – Community Outreach Day:
Call your local MPs office to express your
concern; circulate the US war resister petition;
make a donation to the War Resisters defence
fund; post a window-sign at your home,
workplace or community organization
In solidarity,
War Resisters Support Campaign

\Web site: http://resisters.ca/

Supporting courage where there is fear in 2015
By: Kofi Annan on behalf of The Elders
TheDear
website:
http://theelders.org/
Sisters
and Brothers, Mothers and all parents,
Dear friends,
When Nelson Mandela founded The Elders in 2007, he urged
us to “support courage where there is fear”. Looking back at the
events of 2014 and ahead to the global challenges we confront in
2015, it can seem that our world is almost paralyzed by fear.
There are those for whom fear is a daily reality – people who fear
for their lives and those of their loved ones; people who face the
constant threat of violence, disease, or hunger.
But there are also fears that have less basis in fact – fear of
change, fear of the unknown, fear of ‘the other.’ Often irrational,
these fears can lead us to retreat behind barricades, turn our backs
on those in need, and persecute those we see as a threat. We see this
in our reluctance to give shelter to those who flee violent conflict;
in the rise of aggressive nationalism and identity politics; and in
growing religious extremism and sectarianism.
Far-sighted leaders
And then there are the fears we all too often see in our political
leaders – the fear of losing face, of losing popularity, of losing
power. These concerns may seem trivial, but when our leaders are
in the grip of such fears, the prospects for our world are dire indeed.
All too frequently, leaders will concern themselves with matters
that are closest at hand, while the most serious issues are often
more distant –geographically or in time. For example, if we fail to
tackle climate change the worst effects will be suffered by future
generations and by poor countries far from global power centres.
And I have to ask whether we would still be struggling to find
effective treatment and vaccines for Ebola if it had been a problem
in the cities of Europe or North America rather than in Africa.
Today more than ever, we need far-sighted leaders who can see
beyond their national boundaries and beyond the next election.
Looking back at the world’s most distinguished and respected
leaders, it was never their ability to deliver tax cuts, impose strict
immigration policies, or launch acts of armed aggression on other
countries that earned our admiration. It was their wisdom, their
integrity and their compassion for their fellow human beings.
A unique position
As Elders, we understand the constraints that can inhibit our
political leaders. Several of my fellow Elders have held political
office at the highest levels and are well aware of the pressures that
leaders can face. This understanding, coupled with the freedom of
no longer being in office, puts us in a unique position to support
and encourage today’s leaders to take the courageous decisions the
world desperately needs.
For example, in the past year, we have travelled to Iran
And Myanmar to offer whatever help we can as these countries’
leaders take the often precarious path towards reform, greater
openness, and ultimately, a more peaceful existence.
The Elders have also spoken out about the need for governments
to provide greater protection for women and girls, and take a stand
against the violence, discrimination and oppression they suffer in
many societies.
2015 will be a crucial year in the battle to avert a climate change
catastrophe, and in the run-up to December’s Paris summit, we will
be supporting efforts to secure a bold new binding agreement to
cap carbon emissions.

(From last column) Supporting courage
We are calling for an equitable agreement under which
the world’s richer countries support the aspirations of
other nations to follow a sustainable development path.
Such an agreement is clearly in the interests of our entire
planet but it will require far-sighted courageous action on
the part of our political leaders.
They would do well to recall the words of Franklin D
Roosevelt in his inaugural address as US President in
1933: “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself –
nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes
needed efforts to convert retreat into advance.”
But Roosevelt went on to say that courageous leadership
requires the understanding and support of the people. We
need to make clear to our leaders what we expect of them;
we need to hold them to account; but we also need to let
them know that if they have the courage to do the right
thing, then we will support them. We need to help them
overcome their fear; share their burden; and be willing to
pay the price of progress.
For progress rarely comes without a price: social change
means being prepared to share; a just and ordered society
means accepting constraints on our behavior; and making
peace with our enemies means being open to compromise
and forgiveness.
Progress means participation
As we begin another new year, I am confident that it will
be the power and willingness of ordinary citizens –
especially young people – to catalyse positive change and
support courageous, compassionate leadership that will
make a difference. Everyone can play their part – whether
it is through participation in democratic processes, through
peaceful protest against injustice, through harnessing the
power of social media and new modes of communication,
or simply through offering support and solidarity to those
in need.
This is where my greatest hopes lie for 2015. On behalf
of all the Elders, I wish you a happy, healthy and peaceful
year.

Best wishes,
Kofi Annan

A United Nations for the twenty-first century
would have to create new partnerships, respond
to the needs of the individuals and stand for the
principle that national sovereignty could never
be used as a shield for genocide or a gross
violation of human rights.
Kofi Annan
(From his 2013 book Interventions)

(Continued next column)
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A Message to George W. Bush and Dick Cheney
From a Dying Veteran
By: Tomas Young, Reader Supported News Nov. 2014
Tomas Young, a wounded Iraq War veteran and outspoken
critic of war, passed away at the age of 34 on Monday
evening, just before Veterans Day, which is also known
internationally as Armistice Day. Common Dreams is
republishing a letter he penned to George W. Bush and
Dick Cheney last year. (Ed note; and so are we)
To: George W. Bush and Dick Cheney
From: Tomas Young
I write this letter on the 10th anniversary of the Iraq War
on behalf of my fellow Iraq War veterans. I write this letter
on behalf of the 4,488 soldiers and Marines who died in
Iraq. I write this letter on behalf of the hundreds of
thousands of veterans who have been wounded and on
behalf of those whose wounds, physical and psychological,
have destroyed their lives. I am one of those gravely
wounded. I was paralyzed in an insurgent ambush in 2004
in Sadr City. My life is coming to an end. I am living under
hospice care.
I write this letter on behalf of husbands and wives who
have lost spouses, on behalf of children who have lost a
parent, on behalf of the fathers and mothers who have lost
sons and daughters and on behalf of those who care for the
many thousands of my fellow veterans who have brain
injuries. I write this letter on behalf of those veterans whose
trauma and self-revulsion for what they have witnessed,
endured and done in Iraq have led to suicide and on behalf
of the active-duty soldiers and Marines who commit, on
average, a suicide a day. I write this letter on behalf of the
some 1 million Iraqi dead and on behalf of the countless
Iraqi wounded. I write this letter on behalf of us all—the
human detritus your war has left behind, those who will
spend their lives in unending pain and grief.
You may evade justice but in our eyes you are each guilty
of egregious war crimes, of plunder and, finally, of murder,
including the murder of thousands of young Americans—
my fellow veterans—whose future you stole.
I write this letter, my last letter, to you, Mr. Bush and Mr.
Cheney. I write not because I think you grasp the terrible
human and moral consequences of your lies, manipulation
and thirst for wealth and power. I write this letter because,
before my own death, I want to make it clear that I, and
hundreds of thousands of my fellow veterans, along with
millions of my fellow citizens, along with hundreds of
millions more in Iraq and the Middle East, know fully who
you are and what you have done. You may evade justice but
in our eyes you are each guilty of egregious war crimes, of
plunder and, finally, of murder, including the murder of
thousands of young Americans—my fellow veterans—
whose future you stole. (Continued page 4)

Book & Film Recommendations
Books
Building Sanctuary The movement to support
Vietnam War Resisters in Canada, 1965-73
By: Jessica Squires © 2013
Publisher: UBC Press, Vancouver-Toronto
Canada enjoys a reputation as a peaceable
kingdom. Yet during the Vietnam War era,
Canadians met American war resisters not with
open arms but with political obstacles and public
resistance, and the border remained closed to what
were then called “draft dodgers” and “deserters”.
Between 1965 and 1973, a small but active cadre
of Canadian antiwar groups and peace activists
launched campaigns to open the border. Jessica
Squires tells their story, often in their own words,
bringing to light how these men and women
shaped Canadian immigration policy, Canadian
identity, and the course of Canadian-American
relations in their quest to transform Canada into a
refuge from militarism.
Jessica Squires is an independent scholar of
Canadian political, social and cultural history who
lives and works in Gatineau, Quebec.
Ed. Note: Jessica also sits on the Steering
Committee (Board) of the Canadian Peace
Alliance and has for 10 years. I have known her
all these years and value her insight, input and
commitment to a peaceful world. Her
contributions to the SC are invaluable.

Ed. Note: If you have read a book or seen a film that
you feel would be of interest or informative please let
us know. Email the name of the book, the author and
the publisher with a brief explanation of the book, and
for the film the name, the producer and a brief
explanation of the contents to Laura at
l4peace@telus.net. Thank you.

Boundary Peace Initiative Newsletter—page 3

(From page 3) From a Dying Veteran
Your positions of authority, your millions of dollars of
personal wealth, your public relations consultants, your
privilege and your power cannot mask the hollowness of your
character. You sent us to fight and die in Iraq after you, Mr.
Cheney, dodged the draft in Vietnam, and you, Mr. Bush, went
AWOL from your National Guard unit. Your cowardice and
selfishness were established decades ago. You were not willing
to risk yourselves for our nation but you sent hundreds of
thousands of young men and women to be sacrificed in a
senseless war with no more thought than it takes to put out the
garbage.
I joined the Army two days after the 9/11 attacks. I joined the
Army because our country had been attacked. I wanted to
strike back at those who had killed some 3,000 of my fellow
citizens. I did not join the Army to go to Iraq, a country that
had no part in the September 2001 attacks and did not pose a
threat to its neighbors, much less to the United States. I did not
join the Army to “liberate” Iraqis or to shut down mythical
weapons-of-mass-destruction facilities or to implant what you
cynically called “democracy” in Baghdad and the Middle East.
I did not join the Army to rebuild Iraq, which at the time you
told us could be paid for by Iraq’s oil revenues. Instead, this
war has cost the United States over $3 trillion. I especially did
not join the Army to carry out pre-emptive war. Pre-emptive
war is illegal under international law. And as a soldier in Iraq I
was, I now know, abetting your idiocy and your crimes. The
Iraq War is the largest strategic blunder in U.S. history. It
obliterated the balance of power in the Middle East. It installed
a corrupt and brutal pro-Iranian government in Baghdad, one
cemented in power through the use of torture, death squads and
terror. And it has left Iran as the dominant force in the region.
On every level—moral, strategic, military and economic—Iraq
was a failure. And it was you, Mr. Bush and Mr. Cheney, who
started this war. It is you who should pay the consequences.
I would not be writing this letter if I had been wounded
fighting in Afghanistan against those forces that carried out the
attacks of 9/11. Had I been wounded there I would still be
miserable because of my physical deterioration and imminent
death, but I would at least have the comfort of knowing that
my injuries were a consequence of my own decision to defend
the country I love. I would not have to lie in my bed, my body
filled with painkillers, my life ebbing away, and deal with the
fact that hundreds of thousands of human beings, including
(Continued next column)
cC
The Boundary Peace Initiative (BPI) welcomes articles. All
articles are the responsibility of the author and may not be
common consensus. To submit an article, contact Laura at
250-442-0434 or L4peace@telus.net. The BPI is a member
of: BC Southern Interior Peace Coalition, Canadian Peace
Alliance, Abolition 2000, Lawyers Against the War, Canadian
Voice of Women for Peace, an affiliate of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation and works with various local and global groups.

(From last column) From a Dying Veteran
myself, were sacrificed by you for little more than the
greed of oil companies, for your alliance with the oil
sheiks in Saudi Arabia, and your insane visions of
empire.
I have, like many other disabled veterans, suffered
from the inadequate and often inept care provided by
the Veterans Administration. I have, like many other
disabled veterans, come to realize that our mental and
physical wounds are of no interest to you, perhaps of no
interest to any politician. We were used. We were
betrayed. And we have been abandoned. You, Mr.
Bush, make much pretense of being a Christian. But
isn’t lying a sin? Isn’t murder a sin? Aren’t theft and
selfish ambition sins? I am not a Christian. But I believe
in the Christian ideal. I believe that what you do to the
least of your brothers you finally do to yourself, to your
own soul.
My day of reckoning is upon me. Yours will come. I
hope you will be put on trial. But mostly I hope, for
your sakes, that you find the moral courage to face what
you have done to me and to many, many others who
deserved to live. I hope that before your time on earth
ends, as mine is now ending, you will find the strength
of character to stand before the American public and the
world, and in particular the Iraqi people, and beg for
forgiveness.

Voice your opinion to the Prime Minister and all
MPs. Free postage: {Name of MP}, Parliament
Buildings, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6
Go to the Government of Canada website for
emails of all MPs, Ministers at
http://www.canada.gc.ca
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